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INTRODUCTION  

The majority of the worldôs population relies on medicinal plants for their health care [1-2]. 

There are several different plants that are utilised for therapeutic purposes in numerous nations. India 

and the countries that border it have a long history with ayurvedic treatment. 

 

India is known as the "Botanical Paradise" since it is the country that produces the most 

medicinal plants worldwide. A wide range of conditions and diseases, including as diabetes, 

cardiovascular disease, cancer, and liver damage, can be treated with medicinal plants. Rubiaceae's 

Anthocephalus cadamba, a Miq., Syn.A. rich, A. indicus, and A. chiensis (Lam. Neolamarckia 

cadamba (Roxb.) Bosser. (Family: Rubiaceae), sometimes called as Kadamba, is a rich. Numerous 

ailments, such as fever, leprosy, dysentery, blood, and skin, are treated with it. Additionally, it 

contains hepatoprotective, anti-oxidant, and wound-healing effects. An ayurvedic remedy called 

Anthocephalus cadamba has been described in a number of Indian literary works for its 

pharmacological effects, including anti-diarrhea, detoxifying, pain relief, and seminal fluids. 

 

Traditional medicine has employed an aqueous extract of the Anthocephalus cadamba leaf to 

treat menorrhagia, as well as discomfort, swelling, and wounds. In addition to being helpful for skin 

diseases, the bark decoction is also helpful for diarrhoea, dysentery, and colitis [3-4]. 
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A B S T R A C T  
One such Ayurvedic treatment is Neolamarkia cadamba, which has been mentioned in numerous Indian medical 

literature sources. In this review, the medical benefits of antimicrobial and antidiabetic avtivity of Neolamarckia cadamba 

are discussed. Utilising plants as a medicine is known as herbalism. The family Rubiaceae includes Anthocephalus 

cadamba. In several countries, including China, India, and Egypt, ayurvedic medicine is used for therapeutic purposes. 

Numerous Indian medical texts have referenced the ayurvedic remedy anthocephalus cadamba. In this message, we went 

through Anthocephalus cadamba's phytochemistry and how it may be used to treat conditions including diabetes, 

diarrhoea, fever, inflammation, haemoptysis, colds, vomit, infections, wounds, debilitation, snake bites, and antibacterial 

activity. This project work discusses. 
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Taxonomy  

Since the 1930s, there has been taxonomic controversy over the species' botanical name. 

Scientific names are dependent on type specimens, which created an issue. Cephalanthus chinensis 

was the name given to a specimen in 1785 by Jean-Baptiste Lamarck, who claimed it was from 

Madagascar. The name Anthocephalus indicus was coined by Achille Richard in 1830. He claimed 

that the species originated in Asia and that his description was based on the same specimen as 

Lamarck's Cephalanthus chinensis. (According to the International Code of Nomenclature for Algae, 

Fungi, and Plants, Richard should not have modified the specific epithet and should have used the 

name A. chinensis instead of A. indicus.) The question is whether Richard actually used the same 

specimen as Lamarck; the geographical origin is alleged to be different, and the descriptions do not 

match; for instance, the inflorescences in Lamarck's Cephalanthus chinensis are axillary whereas 

they are terminal in Richard's Anthocephalus. If specimens were identical, Anthocephalus would be 

a synonym for Madagascan Cephalanthus and could not be used to refer to the Asian kadam tree in 

general. Even though Richard insisted they were the same, if they were distinct, Anthocephalus 

might be a general term for the kadam tree. Based on the latter theory, the kadam tree has been given 

the common name Anthocephalus chinensis. The majority of taxonomic sources currently hold the 

position that Cephalanthus chinensis, also known as Breonia chinensis (Lam.) Capuron, is a 

synonym of Richard's Anthocephalus indicus or Anthocephalus chinensis and that it is incorrectly 

used frequently for the kadam tree. (This incorrect usage of the scientific name is demonstrated by 

writing A. chinensis auct., where "auct." is an acronym for "of authors," as opposed to "of the proper 

authority." The first name for the kadam tree is William Roxburgh's Nauclea cadamba from 1824 as 

Richard's designation for it is inaccurate. In 1984, Jean Marie Bosser changed Nauclea cadamba to 

Neolamarckia cadamba (Roxb.) Bosser in order to honour Lamarck and the Asian genus that 

matched Richard's description of his Anthocephalus. This taxonomic study has not, however, been 

recognised by all botanical sources, and the term Anthocephalus is still used to refer to the Asian 

genus [5]. 

 

Plant Details - 

Scientific Name: Neolamarkia cadamba Family (Rubiaceae) 

India :  Kadambah and Priyaka Wild Cinchona 

Malayalam : Attutekka, Katampu 

Indonesia : Jabon 

Malaysia : Kalempayan 

Cambodia : Thkoow  

Common Name : Kadamb, Kadam 

General Botanical Description - 

a) Habitat:  India, East-ward in Malaysian archipelago to Papua New Guinea 

b) Parts used: Barks, Fruits, Leaves, seeds, Flowers and root.  

c) Bark:  Dark brown, adjective with longitudinal fissures peeling off in thin scales. 

d) Leaves: Coriaceous, entire margin, elliptical-oblong, pulvinus base, with acute or shortly 

acuminate.  

e) Flowers: flowers are small, Orange colored with globose heads. 

f) Fru its: fruits are fleshy, orange, globose Pseudocarpand yellow.  

g) Seeds: small and muriculate [6]. 
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Distribution and Habitat ï 

Early successional species Neolamarkia Cadamba thrives in deep, damp alluvial settings, 

frequently in secondary forests along riverbanks and in the transitional zone between marshy, 

constantly flooded and occasionally flooded places. 

 

Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, 

Vietnam, and Maharashtra make up the native range of the cadamba[7]. 

 

Plant profile - 

Plant description - 

The larger tree, Neolamarkia cadamba, has a trunk diameter of 100ï160 cm and a height of 20ï

45 metres. It has a wide crown and a cylindrical bole that is straight. Kadam may start to bloom at 

the age of four. From July through December, India experiences its bloom. Flowers have two sexes 

[8]. 

 

Bark  

Young trees have smooth, light bark, whereas elder trees have tougher bark. The bark is used to 

cure skin ailments. The bark of Anthocephalus cadamba is used to treat hoarseness of the throat 

(zeera) when combined with water, honey, and cumin. It is administered to the patient orally. 

Freshwater bathing keeps the skin healthy, smooth, and free of infections[9]. 

 

Leaf ï 

Glossy green, opposite, simple, ovate to elliptic, more or less sessile to etiolate, and measuring 

15ï50 x 8ï25 cm are the characteristics of the leaves. The flowers are bisexual and 5-merous, with a 

funnel-shaped calyx tube and a gamopetalous saucer-shaped corolla with a short tube and narrow 

lobes that imbricate in the bud.  

 

The inflorescence is clustered and has terminal globose heads without bracteoles and sub sessile 

fragrant orange or yellow flowers. Stamens 5, with short filaments and basified anthers, are inserted 

on the corolla tube. 

 

 


