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ABSTRACT

The paper examines scaffolding as a method of teaching Igbo languagestthpok age, using actions, images ¢
pronunciation practice&ensory, instruction and interactive methods) as a theoretical framework. Interactive moc
language requires that scaffolding method enhances performance on assessment of task. Its specific object
investigate the prospects and challengéscaffolding as a method of teaching Igbo to-gzkool age. The stud
revealed that scaffolding is individualized instructional method that possesses the biggest challenges for the tei
study also revealed that fddeong methed fer@peaifialassoa lcamtentd bBlowever,t
study reveals that scaffolding is effective in teaching preschool age.
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INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the study

In constructionscaffolding is a temporary structure used to support a work crew and provide access to the materials
necessary for building, maintenance and repdihe philosophy is similar ieducational scaffolding and warkalmost
the same wayT he difference is thahe goal to build independenitechildren. The idea is that children can more readily
understandhew lessons and concepts if they have support as they are le&cafiglding can involvéeaching a child
something new by building onhat they alreadknow or can do, in other words, it is a method employ in teaching (see
Imu 2018, Imu &Amazu 2023)

Scaffolding method is a teaching strategy that originated Erewr\Vygotsky sociecultural theory and his concept of
the Zone of Proximal Development abe distance between whehildren can do by themselves and the next learning
that can be helped to achieve with competence assis{&aymond, 2000, p. 176). Tkeaffolding teaching method
provides individualized supg@ungandCGhene2002on t he | earner 6s

In scaffolding method, a more knowledgeabliner (parents, teachers, peers and ehgrovides scaffolds or
supports to facilitate the | earlneea réabilitydsdiuvild bnpmonmkaaowadge T h e
and internalize new information. The activities provided in scaffoldfistruction are just beyond the léwd what the
learner can do alone (Olson, & Pratt, 2000). There caphble other provides the scaffolds, enables the learner to
accomplish (vth assistancg the tasks he or she could otherwise not compute, #ipsp the learner through thée?b
(Bransford & Cocking, 2000).

Vygotsky defined scaffolding method of teaching as t
develgpment and providingupport structures to get to thext stage or level (Raymond, 2000, p. 176).ifportant
aspect of scaffolding method is that t hétesaffeldingmdvidesss ar e
by the more knowledgeabtsher is progressively withdrawn. Then the learner is able to complete the task or master the
concept independdy (Chun, Sung, and Chen, 2002, p.7). The goal of the teacher when using the scaffottiody me
thereforeis for the student to become an independent andeglilating learner ana problemsolver (Hartman, 2002)

In preschool therefore, scaffolding involves providing the right kind of assistahea a child is working to
accomplish a taskThis idea was coined by Lev Vygotsky who emphasized the importance of apprentiaedhip
instruction early cognitivalevelopmentAs thec h i | cknowladgesand learning competency increases, the teacher
gradually reduces the supports provided (Ellis, Larking, & Worthington nd.). According to Vygotsky the external
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scaffolds provided by the teacher ¢ an orb sophistcated cogritiveb e c a
systems, related to fields of learning such as (Igbo) language, the system of knowledge itself becomes part of the scaffold
or social support for the new learning (Raymond, 2000, p.176).

Teachers help young children to learrwhto link old information or familiar situations with new knowledge
through verbal andan-verbal communication and modelfy behavioursObservationatesearches on early childhood
learning showthat parentand othes (teacher} facilitated learning by mviding scaffolds. The scaffolds provided are
activities and tasks that:

- Motivate or enlist the childdés interest related to

- Simplify the tasks to make it more manageable and acceptable for a child;

- Provide some direction in order to help the @fidcus on achieving the goal;

- Clearly indicate differences in or dersolutiom; hel p the ¢

- Reduce frustration and risk;

- Model and clearly define the expectations of activity to be performed (Bransford, Br@aaki&g, 2000).

In the educational setting, scaffolding may include modes, cues, prompts, hints, partial solution think alou
modelling and direct teachingdartman, 2002). In language learning for instarhe, teacher should discover that the
learnerslearn in many ways and strive to develop practices that help the learners understand and interact with new
information or skills. his is what makes the job ofteacherso unique. It is important therefore that teachers take the
time to meet the specifianguage leaing needs of each studentla#she progress throudtis/hercourse of learning.

To thisend the teacher can break down language learning intty @aanageable uts of materials that builluency
stepby-step. This process is called scédding method.

Scaffoldirg is an educational procegswhicht e a c imadel andl demonstrates how to solve a problem and then
step back, offering support as needed. Scaffoldirgway to support indiduals learning language to neocomplicated
language. Scaffolding language means helping learners to learn a new skill by building on skills that they already have.
Adults too, support the learner by talkinghon/herin different ways.Scaffoldinghelps a student learn new skills by
building on skills that they already know. As they learn the new skills the adults can reduce the amount of support they
give. According tovVygotske y A wh a't a chil d c gmhewdlde able to ko by kiretitambreowd.c € t 0 ¢
Scaffoldingcan beused by all the adults to a child, including the parents by providing language support at the right level
for a childso that hecan really make a differende his talking and understandingspeciallyamong the preschool age
and beyondA pre-school child is a3& years of age who is not yet aitiéng a public or privatkindergarten programen
or who do not attentlll day kindergarten

In every lesson, teachers begin by ensuring that there is a clear connection by ensuring alreadnétmwhat
the students are about to learn. Witheaimething to build upon, students can struggle and then often disengage from
learning. Once the background knowledge is built and the connection made the scaffolding can then be removed. A good
exampleis the importance of preiewing and preeaching vocabulary on advance of a particular assignment. Without
this vital step, it is unrealistic to assume that second languayjde@ners can lok for a word in a dictionary and
understand their meaning treir contextual useThe scaffolding technique practicable for the-pehool age is direct
instruction and pronunciation.

However, direct instruction and pronunciation practiced can be helpful to build upon the words or phrases that they
already knowthough the aim of using scaffolding is to md&eguage accessible to a leermanchelp them rove on to
the next stage. Usingcaffoldingrelies on the teacher knowing the language levethefchild he is working with.
Examples, the most common scafialgltechniqes one might use in practice for the-pohool age includes
- Repeat what the child says t,hagflacimighd(eghdalaway, for exa
- Say it again in differentiyway, sfidlgbo & sk inf Baek@ipmi | k
k pa mfod have drmak i t Juaclhla | (afi i ywdlohglp chil@rani lesarn new words in Iglamd other
languages as well
- Repeat and extend, for example, yeskrhive all goné ( fe enilki agw, chalakpamk pamo) . You have
italli (Muchala yao). This helps children | earn to spea

1.2 Statement of theproblem

When a teacher incorporates scaffolding in the classrbenbecomes more of a mentoraofacilitator rathethan the
dominant content expefthemet hod of scaffol ding does not give the f
and abilities. The method lacks specific examples and tips in the ¢ édiions aitbr text books.

1.3 Objective of the study

The main objective of the study is to investigdite prospects and challenges of scaffolding as aadethteaching Igbo
to pre-school age.
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2. Literature review
2.1 Theoretical studies

Scdfolding instruction as a teachingmetho r i gi nat ed f r soriedultusal théorygandt his koypo@pt
of the Zone of proximalDevelopmen{ ZP D) . Lev vygot s ky 6 swhasasorkawer® suppressed P sy
uponhis death in the 1930s and were not discovered by the West uritilahe e 1950 s (athewe nW)yHjsot s k y
sociccul tur al theory proposes that soci al interaction pl e
Development Ther no d . ) . Vygotsky fAé theorized inaocial bredturallyy ng o
embedéde x peri ences o p.lFaymond 2000

I n Vtgotstkyds vina Vearn in isatation iesteatiamning isd str@ngly influenced by social
interactions which take place in meaningfuo nt e xt s . C hntetladion with énere lsxawtedgand capable
others intheir environment significantly impacts their ways of thinking and interpreting situations. Adehvitdops his
intellect through internalizing concepts based on his own interpretations of an abavitcturs in a social setting with
more knowledgeable or capable others (parents, teacher, peers, wtehglps the child congict awider standing of
the concept (Bransford, Brown and cocking, 2000). The communication helps the child develop inner or egocentric
speech. The inner speech is abbreviated speech for oneself that eventually directs personal cognitive activities.

Inner speeclis developed as the adult initially models a cognitive process and communicatesphe sti n- a it h
al oudo noédedbvagyi ews and t hr o u gchild begipset@ interdalizee ang assumesn ¢ e s
responsibility for the dialogical actions (i.e i t becomes a private speechodo spoke
cognitive activityd ( EI | i r s, L ar ki nirgiple Skeseatcthsectioptpan n. d. ) pr

In subsequent similar activities, the amount and type of Hiegeand guidanceprovided by the more
knowledgeable other will be reduced until the child is able to complete the activity. Without these supports or scaffolds,
the childds i nner s pe eadvities Geaffoltlinghinstructionrhas ditferent gnethoixamplesh i | d 6
includeinstructonand jigsaw methods.

2.2 Empirical studies
Owumanam (2020dlid a study orscaffolding and language developme®he observed that scaffoldinmgprks to
mai ntain the chil dés potzZzmeofiPeximal DewelepmenZPD). dreXD® lisdhe fiet n t i n

between what a learner can do by himself (expert page) and the most that he can achieve with the saipport of
knowledgeable pear instructor(pedagogical stage). An essential element of ZPD and scaffaklthg acquisition of
language This study is similar to the present study but diffierthat the present study is on mehool age language
acquisition.

Riddeth (2015) looked at the teaching language cycle using scaffolding method. He used sengpbig, agrd
interactive scaffolding methods in teaching cycle to provide various forms of scaffolding to support teaching and
performance on assessments because learning new content that sbeftant is difficult enough; learning is in an
unfamiliar langilage adds a level of difficulty that nagispeakers do not experience. Scaffolding provides language
learners with greater access to content and facilitates the demonstration of their |&drisirgjudy is similar to the
present study as both used féalaing method but differas the present studg on pre school age language learning
acquisition using direct instruction apdonunciationpractice.

3.3 Theoretical framework
The theoretical framework adopted in this paper is Br
during teaching; actions images and language including sensory, graphic and interactive models.

2.4 Summary of literature review

The litetature above shows that a lot have not been done using scaffolding as an instruction method and also using
theoetical framework within thie minimalist programme. This papénvestigatel scaffolding method of teaching Igbho
language iNlNINLAN pre-school ageusing direct instruction and pronunciation practices. The fitezaalso looked at
scaffoldingand empirical studies of scaffolding.

3. Scaffolding as amethod of teachinglgbo languageto pre-school age

Scaffolding is a metaphor for providing studewith temporary supportive structures that, just like in construction
are gradually removed as the building nears completion (Riddeth 2015). When a student demonstrates proficient
independence, the scaffolds is no longer needed (Gibbon, 2002). Thereoateesdsgroups of categorization in using
scaffolding apart from actions, images and languages. These are sensory, graphic and interactive scaffolding modes
which can be incorporated during the lesson cycle or within an assessment task.

Scaffoldingbeginswhen theteaching at the level the students can understand and then builds on that understanding.
The teacher then presents the problem amkshaloud as they go about solving it. In the process, they show how a
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solution is arrived at by combirgnactions, images, and language. Bhadents then do the following: example, if a

student is struggling with sentence fragmetits teacher might scaffold the problem in thikofeing way: first, present
anexample of a senteiigoe €abgméht of ebtudrmusleregb iifrci uei Taooh i c(hfa
teacher askstudents questions to engage their participation. Each answer right or wrong receives a positive response.
Once thestudents demonstrate their ability to do the work on tbein, the teacher fades or steps away, but remain
available for further instruction when needed.

3.1 Pre-school age

Presschoolis known as nursery schootgsprimary schoolplay school /créche, is an educational establishment or
leaming space offering early childhood education to children before they begipulsory education at primary school.
Presschool age means a child who is older tlaatoddler and younger than school age. It can mean a child who is
between 30 months @ige andhe age of eligibility to enter kindergarten. They follow the same schedule of school age
children in the school distinathere they live regardless of whether or not other school age children live in the family.
preschooleducation scaffoldinginvolves providing the right kind of assistanexample, in vocabulary teaching and
learning For some childreffor instancewriting things down helps them to remember better. For others we know using
visual examples help them to fully understand.

Scafblding method in preschool is defined by the use of demonstrations and intentional support offered by the
teacher. This method allows a child to learn large concepts in small units. The goal is to guide, uplift and provide
boundaries for children as thegarn and grow. Thethniques involve show and teltat isdemonstratingomething by
modelingit and then explaining it. The illustration of a physical thing is a great way to lead into a verbal expl&wsion.
example below

Fig.1. show and tell

Another method is guided think out aloud tinhe.this method He teacher guidethem to think critically about
problems. Encourage -tepth learning through slow, easy steps while narrating the teachers thiSkafolding
method for preschool also raesthe teacher to introduce terms with images or by example like the following below.

[ -
Fig.2. Guided think out aloud time

Without scaffolding, language learners would struggle needlessly to accesdegeddmntent and are less able to
perform well academically. Research shows that there is a significant body of research around the practice of using
scaffoldingto supportmstruction. Example;

- Instructional supports empower students to achieve academically (Gottlieb, 2013).

- Using a range of variety of instructional support tools enables language learners to engage withvgjrade

objectives and content (Gottlieb, Katz, &St Starit 2009, Himmele and Himmel, 2009).
- Instructional supports can also be built into assessments to empower language learners to express their
understanding and demonstrate their skills (Gottlieb, 2006).

Another example is by using sensory scaffoddiallows language learners to use their senses to understand abstract
concepts or learn new ideas. For most children, using visual and manipulative scaffolds are effective forms of sensory
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scaffolding because images and gestures contain meaning wittiepéadence on languadgeample, below is children
working alone withousupport.

Fig.3. sensory scaffolding

As much as human beings are visual learners, they are also social learners too. This is why in addition to sensory and
tactile support; teachers should integrate social interaction into the lesson design. For language learners, social
scaffolding is an existing opportunity to use language and content to discuss ideas, offer observations and form opinions.
In the process, they synthesizentent knowledge and internalize language. Interactive scaffolds are essentially a kind of
learning through collaboration and are best used with language learners who like to socialize.

Example:Preschool teacher who wants to introduce the following vocabularies or woElsgiish can use the
following tableto explain thenin Igbo Languagenhile the children are vocalizing the names of the images with the
teacher in Igho and English

Table 1
English Igbo Image
A Eye Anya
B Egg Akwa
C Ball B lu
D Hand Aka
E Teeth Eze

In early child education, scaffolding can be implemented in many ways, for examg®ea child recognizes a specific
letter, you can teach the sound that it makes. Next, you cananovet o wor ds t hat st arAka wi t h
(hand) and how it jams togetheExample below

Fig.4: Hand clapping.

Scaffolding involves breakintgarning into units to make the material or skill easier for the pupils to master. For
example if you were to use scaffolding with learning to read or pronounce words, you might talk about some of the
wor ds ex amika(@and) i Ao , Anya (eye) , Akwa (egg)

The key is that you are breaking things down so that the children are better able to learn something new. Scaffolding
is useful because it helgsung children who are netw a school environment to build confidence while learning. Also if
a gives a wrong answer to a question, a teacher using a scaffolding method caninsertbat response coupled with a
previously learned skill to help the child come to the correctlasion.
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